
H I G H  C O S T

$1.19 trillion savings to
the global economy if

illiteracy were
eliminated. 

Millions of cases of HIV/ AIDS
could be prevented if all

children completed primary
education. 

171 million fewer people
would live in poverty if all

children acquired basic
reading skills – a 12%

reduction in global
poverty. 

Just one more year of
schooling can

increase a girl’s future
income by up to 12%.

Children born to
educated mothers are

50% more likely to
survive past 5 years old. 

If all girls completed
primary education, the
number of child brides
married before the age

of 15 would be reduced
by one-sixth. 

Education is a basic human right. 

Yet many people living in poverty – those who

need access to education the most – are least

likely to have access to quality education.  

THE GLOBAL

EDUCATION
CRISIS

LACK OF QUALITY SCHOOLS 

Many kids must learn in dark,

crumbling classrooms or walk

long and dangerous distances to

reach the nearest proper school. 

Gender remains one of the

biggest reasons why children

are denied education.

Many children in the developing

world must work or perform other

activities to help their families.

F A M I L Y  R E L I A N C E

"Education is the most powerful weapon
which you can use to change the world."
- Nelson Mandela

The Crisis Around the World 

adults across the globe
cannot read or write

773
Million

⅔ of these adults
are female

1 out of 5 of these children
will never attend school

primary school-age
children are not in school 

58 
Million

Barriers to Quality Education

Why Focus on Education?

buildOn constructs schools in communities that lack

adequate school structures, rallying community

support for education, securing commitment to

gender equality, and organizing adult literacy

programs that benefit the entire community. 

Countries where buildOn works rank among the lowest of the 189

countries ranked by the UN’s Human Development Index (HDI).

"Over 11 million girls may not go back to school after the COVID-19 crisis."
– UNESCO

F E M A L E  E X C L U S I O N  

HAITI
HDI Rank 170

Nearly 40% of all Haitians over

the age of 15 are illiterate, and the

UN Human Development Index

ranks Haiti as the poorest country

in the Western Hemisphere.

MALI
HDI Rank 184

More than 2 million children

(ages 5 to 17) do not go to

school, and over half of

Mali’s young people (ages

15 to 24) are illiterate. 

BURKINA 
FASO

HDI Rank 182

The average child in

Burkina Faso will attend

school for just 1.5 years, and

more than half of people

over the age of 15 are

illiterate.

MALAWI
HDI Rank 174

More than 70% of

Malawians live below the

poverty line of $1.90 a day,

and nearly half of all

primary school-age

children drop out before

secondary school. 

NEPAL
HDI Rank 142

40% of Nepali females over

the age of 15 are illiterate, and

gender and caste

discrimination continue to

keep many children and adults

from receiving an education. 

SENEGAL
HDI Rank 168

Only 28% of the poorest children

have completed primary school,

and more than 681,000 primary

school-aged children are

currently out of school. 

 

NICARAGUA
HDI Rank 128

The UN Human Development

Index ranks Nicaragua as one

of the poorest countries in the

Western Hemisphere, and a

large number of those living in

poverty are women.

 

GUATEMALA
HDI Rank 127

Guatemala ranks in the

bottom 10th percentile of all

countries for income

inequality, and 8 out of

every 10 indigenous

children live in poverty.

 

About buildOn 

Because of the direct costs like

school fees and indirect costs

like uniforms, school is too

expensive for many families.

LEARN MORE AT BUILDON.ORG

http://uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/documents/new-methodology-shows-258-million-children-adolescents-and-youth-are-out-school.pdf
http://uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/documents/new-methodology-shows-258-million-children-adolescents-and-youth-are-out-school.pdf

